MAE (Masked Auto-encoder)
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During pre-training, a large random subset of image patches (e.g., 75%) is masked out. The
encoder is applied to the small subset of visible patches. Mask patches are introduced after the
encoder, and the full set of encoded patches and mask patches is processed by a small decoder
that reconstructs the original image in pixels. After pre-training, the decoder is discarded and the
encoder is applied to uncorrupted images (full sets of patches) for recognition tasks.
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